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EVC NEWS

THANK YOU

I would like to start this latest EVC News by thanking everyone for the huge increase in the quality of EV1 forms coming to me for approval. I am now approving nearly half without the need for further information and many only need minor points clarifying. This is incredibly encouraging and I would be grateful if you could pass on my appreciation to fellow staff.

There is also no doubt that the level of activity in relation to off-site visits is as strong as ever and this summer has been markedly busier than last year, this has happened despite many pressures that schools are experiencing in terms of workload and funding.

WORK IN PROGRESS

WEBSITE – Over the summer I hope to upgrade and improve the Outdoor and Environmental Education Website. This will have all the risk assessments in word format, which have been requested by EVCs. I will also try to develop an EVC message board, however I would appreciate your feelings on this before I progress the idea too far and I will use the EVC update sessions next month to gain some feedback.

OFF-SITE POLICY REVIEW – I intend to use the summer period to review the Off-site Visits Policy. This will probably focus on the risk assessments and further feedback from people in the EVC review sessions. If you have any thoughts about possible changes to the policy please let me know.

SPORTS FIXTURES – Earlier this month a meeting was held with Secondary Heads of PE in relation to sports fixtures and the Off-site Visits Policy. This was an extremely useful meeting with a wide range of action points resulting from it. A further meeting will be held in June, which will produce some recommendations these will be available for wider consultation. Some of the key issues covered in the meeting included parental consent and information, minibus transport and lone working.

ON-LINE APPROVAL – An on line approval system will be operational from September. I am now looking for some schools to trial this initiative. If  you are interested please contact me.

TRANSPORT – I am still struggling to clarify a range of issues in relation to transport. These issues mainly focus on coaches and seat belts, external transport company approval, minibuses, permit to drive etc. I am assured that an Education Transport Strategy Manager will be appointed in September. In the meanwhile I will continue separate lines of inquiry and aim to produce an update at the start of the next academic year.

TRAINING

I would be most grateful if colleagues could ensure that fellow staff are aware of the Outdoor and Environmental Education Training Opportunities Booklet. I intend to make this available on the website.

I have included a ‘flyer’ highlighting some of the training opportunities for staff for the rest of the term. Many of these sessions are an opportunity to ‘have a go’ at some outdoor activities and the ones held to date have been good social events as well.

EVC UPDATES – There has been an excellent uptake for these events and if you are planning to attend please let us know as soon as possible.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

SOME SEASONAL GUIDANCE FROM RoSPA:

Safety on beaches
 
470 people drown annually in the UK - 20 per cent of them around the coastline. In the face of such statistics, The Maritime & Coastguard Agency, in partnership with the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents, (RoSPA) and the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) are urging people to take more care and make more sensible choices when on and around water.

At RoSPA's annual national water safety congress, Transport Minister David Jamieson supported the launch of Safety on beaches, a guidance document for beach operators produced by RoSPA, with the support of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency.

Peter Brown, Head of Prevention for the Maritime and Coastguard Agency said:  “In the UK we have an excellent Search and Rescue response system, and Coastguard can readily call upon a variety of volunteers and professional from all walks of life to help us help you when people get into trouble, providing you dial 999 and ask for Coastguard. But in reality, its all about choices; the choices people choose to make when they go afloat, go swimming and are having fun at the waters edge. 

If they make a smart choice then we rarely hear about it and they can enjoy the day safely. However, if they make a stupid choice, then the chances are that they will need help, and quite possibly, their lives may never be the same again.”

“So we say make Smart choices, and be Sea Smart! These 5 simple points will help you reduce the risk of an accident and have fun in anything that you do. 

1. Look around – is the water deep enough? Can I get out if I need to? Is the area safe? Are there warning signs I should read? Should I ask somebody?

2. Wear the gear – Should I wear a head protection, a wetsuit or a lifejacket? Will I be warm enough?

3. Buckle up – Only secured buckles will actually protect you!

4. Get Trained – Do you really know what you are doing and what your limitations are?

5. Be Sober – Drink and drugs may impair your judgment and expose you to risk 

Peter Cornall, RoSPA Head of Water Safety, said:  "Last summer's heatwave again focused attention on the dangers water can pose to all sections of the community. More than 150 people drowned both inland and on the coast in June, July and August alone. Education and efficient safety management of water sites are essential tools in trying to limit the number of fatalities and accidents. 

“With hotter summers forecast, action needs to be taken now to reduce the number of future tragedies, and we believe these two initiatives will be of great help in doing that. "We don't want to scare people away from water. The idea is to encourage them to use it safely and for those with responsibility for water sites to do all they can to ensure people are not placed in unnecessary danger."
RoSPA water safety awareness pack
The Environment Agency has also joined forces with RoSPA to produce a new water safety awareness pack for 12-16 year-olds, as drowning is the third most common cause of accidental death among young people in the UK.

The pack has a CD-ROM highlighting dangerous activities by teenagers around Britain's lakes, rivers and coast, and includes notes for teachers, youth workers and youth leaders. It helps youngsters to assess risks and make decisions about how to walk away from danger, but also explains how they can enjoy water 

activities safely.

For more information visit www.rospa.com
In the light of this and requests from a number of staff I will be reviewing the LEA guidance on ‘paddling’ to see if we can improve create a framework that would make ‘paddling’ more accessible.

 

SUPPORT FOR OUTDOOR EDUCATION

GREEN ALLIANCE REPORT 

A child's place: Why environment matters to children 

Report recommends regular “school safaris” to overcome children’s fears of outdoors
A new report into children and their environment shows that children would like to spend more time out of the house but are often too frightened to do so.
The report, A Child's Place, by Demos/Green Alliance, is to be launched by Charles Clarke, Secretary of State for Education on Wednesday 26 May. It recommends pupils should be entitled to out of classroom learning activities, including regular “school safaris” to help them explore their local environment and reverse the decline in school trips due to increased insurance premiums and fears of accidents and litigation.

The researchers talked to children in two city schools and one rural school, teachers, parents and headteachers, as well as carrying out field trips with pupils. Through in-depth interviews with the children, the researchers gained a detailed knowledge of the way children relate to their environment. What emerged was a picture of children frightened by many things, ranging from car traffic to kidnapping and terrorism.

Despite having a good understanding of the big environmental issues such as climate change, pollution and deforestation, the children often associated being outdoors with danger.

Unsurprisingly it is the children from urban areas and low-income families who are most deprived of access to the environment.

Although there are a series of Government initiatives aimed at children, currently there is no part of Government focusing on giving children access to green spaces, (a recent publication by Shelter argues that more than a million children suffer health and education problems because of an overcrowding crisis), with DfES focusing on education and health services for disadvantaged children and DEFRA responsible for the needs of children in rural areas. Although local authorities are responsible for the provision of "play space", how this is interpreted varies between authorities.

"We are constantly hearing messages about kids have become ‘couch potatoes’” said Guy Thompson, Director of Green Alliance and one of the authors of the report. "This research shows that kids still have an innate desire to explore their natural surroundings but because the opportunities for them to access quality spaces are diminishing , some youngsters are at risk of becoming disconnected from the environment ."

The children wanted to see more trees, more green spaces, less traffic and less litter. They often blamed teenage and elder children for vandalism and anti-social behaviour outside. As well as being loyal to their own patch, secret hideaways or special places were particularly important for them. Ranging from a piece of disused parkland to the bottom of their own garden, the children saw these spaces as having personal meaning for them. Usually these were near to home and seen as safe. 

The authors conclude that by depriving children access to outdoors, their confidence in moving through the larger world is held back. Children’s’ out of school experiences play a critical role in shaping lifelong attitudes, values, and patterns of behaviour toward natural environment.  Fear of their environment means that children are much less likely to connect with wider ‘green’ environmental problems. Policy-makers should use practical steps towards improving children’s environments as a way of increasing their understanding of green issues.

One way to do this would be to promote an eco-friendly schools fund which would award money to schools for environmental innovations. The government should encourage school building projects that include features such as energy efficient classrooms, rainwater harvesting and solar panels in their specifications for contractors. Making sustainability a daily feature of school life would considerably advance children’s environmental awareness. 

“The paradox is that we are fostering a generation that is likely to face the toughest environmental challenges yet to be experienced by mankind, climate change and the ever-increasing pressure on natural resources. Yet our research suggests that children are losing their connection with the natural environment, said the researchers.”
On that note I wish you all well in your ventures over the rest of the summer term.

If you wish to contact me please feel free to do so.

Martin Smith

Outdoor and Environmental Development Manager, College Street Centre

E-mail: martin.smith@collegest.org.uk Tel: 0115 947 6202
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