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ISSUE 5

INTRODUCTION

First of all I would like to thank those of you who attended the EVC update meetings last term. I found these particularly valuable as they ensure that the Department remain in touch with the practical issues faced by schools in both organising visits and implementing policy. All of the sessions were well received and I will be organising further update sessions during the next academic year.

Notes of the key issues raised during these meetings are attached.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS

I would also like to pass my thanks on to all of you for vastly improving both the quality and quantity of information being provided to the Department in relation to school visits. The Approval process is flowing much more smoothly now and many of you are making much better use of our advisory service. I would also be grateful if you could pass on my thanks to other colleagues who are organising visits.

Some excellent evidence supporting this is that there are now many more visits being reported and taking place than has been the case over the previous two years, as the graph below illustrates:
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A direct consequence of this is that more young people are experiencing the huge benefits of outdoor education as is shown in the graph below:


[image: image2.wmf]
I am sure that there are many reasons for this including better reporting of visits by schools, improved recording by the Department, schools being more imaginative in how they seek out funding to support visits, more initiative funding available to finance visits and increased willingness and commitment by teachers to carry out visits to name but a few. However, whatever the reason the bottom line is that our young people will benefit from all of this activity.

REMISSION

As I mentioned to many of you during the EVC update sessions there was a possibility that some remission for residential visits would be available for pupils on free school meals. I am happy to announce that this has now been confirmed and I hope will further increase the number of vulnerable young people going on residential visits. An update of the new guidance relating to charging is attached.

TRAINING 

A summary of some training events for the coming few months is included. Please make this available for colleagues and do not forget that there are many more training opportunities in the ‘Blue’ Training Brochure.
POLICY UPDATES

Over the summer holiday period I have taken the opportunity to review the Educational Visits Policy. In addition to some minor changes to the document as a whole I have made some major changes to the chapters relating to transport, school exchange visits and adventurous activities and outdoor environments. I have also increased the number of generic risk assessments, a revised list is attached. I will be presenting the amendments to JCNC before for comment before ratification and I hope that the new guidance will be available on www.oee.org.uk in a couple of weeks. If you can’t wait and want hard copies please contact me.

BLUE FOLDER AND COMMUNICATIONS

During the EVC update sessions many people found the ‘Blue folders’ useful. I will continue to use these once or twice per year when a lot of information needs to be presented to EVCs. 

The Outdoor and Environmental Education website is still being updated and I hope this will be completed within the next month.

ON-LINE APPROVAL

An on-line approval system is now complete and I need some willing schools to trial it. If you are interested please contact me.

PE AND OFF-SITE VISITS

During the summer term SHOE was working with heads of PE in secondary schools on a document that would out line the approval process for away fixtures and sporting events. This document is now nearing completion and as soon as we have met with the heads of PE during this term we will circulate the document more widely.

THE NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR

I hope that schools will continue to feel encouraged to organise off-site visits. Our service will continue to support the efforts of you all and if there is anything else you feel we can do please contact me.

Wishing you all the best for the coming year.

Martin  

Martin Smith

Outdoor and Environmental Education Development Manager

Curriculum Service, College Street Centre, College Street, Nottingham, NG1 5AQ

0115 947 6202

martin.smith@collegest.org.uk
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