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INTRODUCTION

It doesn’t seem that long ago since I last prepared the autumn newsletter and yet a lot seems to have happened. The demand for off-site visits is as strong as it was last year and I hope we can continue the growth in overall activity. The Education Department and Curriculum Service remain committed to supporting off-site visits as an important element to enriching the curriculum and I hope the number of initiatives outlined below illustrates this.

YOUTH HOSTEL ASSOCIATION

Included within this particular ‘Blue Envelope’ are details of the latest Youth Hostel Association offer. There are now over 30 schools in the City using Youth Hostels as part of their residential outdoor education programmes. Membership of the Youth Hostel Association is free for a school, once it has made a booking to stay at a Youth Hostel. The YHA have also improved and increased the range of materials that support work linked to the national curriculum, which will be of interest to many schools.

The ‘Give Us a Break’ scheme is still operating although it is now only targeted on pupils who are in receipt of free school meals. However, in addition to this many deals can be brokered with Hostels for space during ‘off-peak’ periods.

IMPORTANT WEBSITE CHANGES

We have now collated a number of old website addresses related to Outdoor Education under one site – www.collegest.org.uk Once in the home page just click on ‘Outdoor and Environmental Ed.’ in the Sports, Health and Outdoor Education menu on the left hand side of the page.

This new site now holds all the latest news and policy updates relating to Outdoor and Environmental Education, our ‘One Stop Shop’.

The old www.oee.org.uk is no longer functioning as our main website.

POLICY CHANGES AND UPDATES

All policy changes and updates are now features on the website and we will not be producing any more Off-site Visits manuals. 

The new version of the manual incorporating all the changes is now on the website. Over Christmas we intend to break the manual down into three sections. One covering Policy, one covering guidance and best practice and one covering useful forms and checklists in the hope that this will help people when searching for information. 

If you have any ‘hard’ copies of the Policy and you want to keep the manual please update the following sections:

CHAPTER 9 – Using Vehicles:

This has now been renamed ‘Transport’ and needs to be completely replaced. It can be downloaded from within the Policy Document. Please recycle the old chapter.

CHAPTER 10 – Visits Abroad:

The section on ‘School Exchange Visits Abroad’ has been completely rewritten from 10.32 to 10.46. The old section should be recycled and replaced with the new one. There are also a number of ‘checklists’ that should be included.

CHAPTER 11 – Adventure Activities and Outdoor Environments:

The whole chapter now needs replacing as there is significantly more guidance on fieldwork and camping, for example.

RISK ASSESSMENTS

All of the risk assessments were reviewed over the summer and are now listed in Word format on the website. The number of generic risk assessments has now massively increased in order to support schools in the increasing range of activity that is being undertaken. In association with the County there are now more site specific risk assessments available, which will be of use to many.

EV1 and EV2 forms:

The EV1 form has been slightly updated so please use the one on the website.

Similarly, the EV2 has been slightly amended. There is also a current list of venues and providers who have completed the EV2 for the Education Department, which will cover all our schools using these sites over the next 12 months. Please check this part of the site if you are planning a visit as it may reduce the amount of paperwork you need.

A shorter EV1 for category ‘A’ type visits and sports-fixtures is also being prepared to reduce some of the paper overload.

PE AND OFF-SITE VISITS POLICY

A new document has been prepared to provide a framework for PE staff taking pupils off-site for sports fixtures. The document takes the approval process outlined in the main Off-site Visits Policy and applies it in a more practical manner for away fixtures and sporting events. This new policy also incorporates many of the recommendations in the soon to be published guidance from the national PE Advisors body (BAALPE) and has been developed in association with the secondary Heads of PE. The document is equally valid for the Primary Sector. 

In the material prepared for the Heads of PE a series of generic risk assessments were included, which covered a range of PE venues such as Sports Halls etc. If anyone would like a copy of the disc please contact Helena Cresswell on 947 6202.

ON-LINE APPROVAL

The on-line approval system has now been completed and we are looking for people who want to trial the system, next term. A half days training will be required to familiarise people with the system. Over the summer term the system will be rolled out to all schools and by September 2005 visits will only be approved using this system. 

In only in a few circumstances will paperwork have to be sent to College Street, which will help with processing approvals.  It will also be possible to keep a record of all the qualifications relevant to a staff member in addition to a log of their visit experience.

If you are interested in getting ‘ahead of the game’ and trialling the system please contact me, Martin, as soon as possible on the following number 947 6202 or by e-mail martin.smith@collegest.org.uk
SWIMMING POLICY

Over the last few months the Council’s Swimming Policy has been updated. If people would like to see the draft policy it can be found by following the school swimming link on the College Street home page.

HEALTH AND SAFETY CONFERENCE
Curriculum Service in partnership with the Pupil Health and Safety team have organised a Conference which is planned for the 2nd February and will focus on Health and Safety in Schools. This first Conference will focus on four curriculum areas – Outdoor Education, PE, Science and Design Technology. The Outdoor education speaker is Paul Airey who is the Outdoor advisor for Cheshire and has spoken at a number of national conferences on the subject. He is an extremely entertaining speaker and worth listening to. If you would like to attend the conference or want more details please visit the website or contact Lucy Aspinall on 947 6202.

ACTION IN THE ENVIRONMENT

This new on-line resource for schools is now nearly complete. This is in essence the Action in the Environment’ folder on-line, but greatly enhanced by an additional inter-active section on waste recycling. The site can be used on PC and on a White Board.

If you want to view the progress to date please view the ‘Actions in Environment link under the heading of DEVELOPMENTS on the website.

COLWICK PARK

All the tenders of the project have now been received and we are only awaiting final conformation from NOF before proceeding with the project. We hope to start building in January with a completion date in June 2005.

ORIENTEERING

Information on next terms’ Orienteering Festivals is included in this pack. Book early, as these are always popular.

