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ISSUE 7
WELCOME

May I first of all take this opportunity of wishing you all a happy New Year.

Included in this ‘Big Blue’ envelope is a range of information regarding off-site visits, courses and environmental information, which we think may be of use to many of you. We have kept to this format as it saves you having to deal with the constant drip of information and the folder will also house the information for safekeeping and reference.

UPDATES

COLLEGE STREET WEBSITE:
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We now have direct control over this website and can update it daily, if necessary. 

I will be using this site increasingly to inform you of updates in policy or training events. I also want to post examples of good practice and any newsworthy items you may wish to tell EVCs or others about.

All the risk assessments are now posted on the site, in Word format. However, I have noticed one error when downloading these risk assessments. In the fourth column, where it asks you to put a tick or cross as to whether the control measures are in place PCs have interpreted our Apple Mac’s ticks and crosses as a 4 or an 8. Until we sort this out, please use a tick or cross.

If you have any material that you wish to post on the site please forward it to:

Lucy Aspinall – www.lucy.aspinall@collegest.org.uk
ON-LINE APPROVAL 

The system is nearly ready. When we went to carry out the final test a number of programming issues were raised. These have now been sorted out and we will re-test the system once again next month. If all goes well we will organise a short induction session for those who have already shown an interest in trialling it. If any one else is interested please contact me.

APPROVALS

As we are now approaching the peak time for visit approvals I would urge all of you to encourage fellow staff members to send in paperwork for approval as early as possible. Some of the swift turn around times for paperwork, which we can achieve in the ‘off-peak’ season cannot always be guaranteed over the next few months. 

EV2 FORMS

The current list of organisations who we have agreed can complete an EV2 on an annual basis, rather than a trip by trip basis is shown on the website. 

I am currently negotiating with the YHA to include all of their hostels with a blanket EV2 this year. I also hope to do the same for PGL.

NEW EV1 FORM

I have just developed a new, shorter EV1 form for Day Visits or PE activities, in an effort to reduce the level of intimidation produced by all the form filling, This can be found on the website.

POLICY AND GUIDANCE

Any updating of the ‘Educational Off-site Visits Policy’ will now only be available on the web site. I will, however, continue to notify you  of the changes via these updates.

In order to make the handling of information on the website more straight forward the Policy will be broken down into three sections:

· Education Department Policy

· Guidance and Good Practice

· Useful Forms

INSURANCE – VISITS ABROAD

As part of the last newsletter, sent just before Christmas I highlighted the need for schools to check the levels of insurance cover before a visit abroad is undertaken, this is especially so if you are planning skiing trips or going to developing countries.  I would urge anyone organising any such trips to contact the City Insurance section at the earliest stage in planning to ensure that cover is a) obtainable and b) is sufficient. Our contact in the insurance section is:

Maggie Wallis on 0115 915 4418.

GET REAL

Earlier this month the YHA won the contract to run the Governments ‘Get Real’ activity holiday scheme. This is a £11 million contract, over 2 years to organise summer activity breaks for young people aged 14 –19. The breaks cost between £25 and £100 for a weeks activity and consist of programmes involving football, dance, drama and music camps as well as adventurous activities. These camps involve a residential element and I hope that many young people from the City will be able to attend, especially as we have developed such a  close working relationship with the YHA over the last few years.

FIRST AID FOR UNDER 8s

Some of you have brought to my attention new guidance issued by Sure Start on First Aid training for people working with children under the age of 8. This guidance is recommending that additional training should be given to cover the needs of infants and young people. Although, it may be good practice for a member of staff to have had such additional training the covering letter clearly states that:

 ‘The Guidance does not apply to educational provision in maintained schools, although it will apply to any registered day care provided by the school or operating on the school premises.  Schools should continue to refer to the advice in Guidance on First Aid for Schools: a good practice guide (DfEE 1998).’

If you have any questions regarding this issue please contact me:

Martin Smith at College Street: 947 6202 , martin.smith@collegest.org.uk 

HIGH QUALITY OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Over the last few months I have been involved in developing a document to accompany ‘High Quality PE and Sport’, published by the DfES. The new document is entitled ‘High Quality Outdoor Education’ and will be a benchmark against which schools, outdoor centres and clubs can asses the level and quality of provision they are offering. 

The document will be published in the next 2 months and should be with schools during the summer term.

DEVELOPMENTS

Blue Bell Hill Environmental Studies Centre – Although the project, at tender stage came in way over budget we have now almost found the additional money to begin refurbishment of the classroom.  A meeting at the beginning of February should set a date for beginning the work.

Colwick Park Adventure Centre – This is project is now in its final stage of assessment by the Big Lottery Fund. We hope to hear news that work can begin after half term.

REMISSION - LAST REMINDER

As a result of a further squeeze on budgets it is unlikely that remission will be available for pupils on Free School Meals for the next financial year. There are still some schools who have not claimed for this current financial year and we will be chasing them in the next few weeks.

TRAINING

The Outdoor and Environmental Education Training programme covering the period April 2005 – March 2006 will be available in February. Some of this training will also be available as part of the City’s CPD programme.

CONTACT DETAILS

Martin Smith









Outdoor and Environmental Education Development Manager

College Street Centre

Nottingham NG1 5AQ

Telephone: 0115 947 6202

Email: martin.smith@collegest.org.uk
