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WELCOME

Judging by the increase in my workload the school visit season is well underway. Despite all the pressures that schools face there seems to be no let up in the number of school journeys being undertaken, which illustrates the huge commitment by both schools and individuals within them to expand the horizons of the young people we work with.

There are a number of important enclosures within this newsletter, the most important being the new ‘High Quality Outdoor Education’ document, which compliments the High Quality PE and Sport for Young People’ document published by the DfES, just over a year ago. This is an excellent document that aims to help assess the delivery of Outdoor Education in Schools, Youth work and Centres as well as provide further support and inspiration.

Other inclusions include information on the County Day Visit Centres and information on ‘Do It For Real’, for secondary schools. I have also included a ‘free pencil’ from the Big Lottery’, who supported a recent project with the Top Valley EAZ and the Gifted and Talented strand. Within this project we organised a residential visit to Cornwall, hence the pencil!

In the news section you will be able to identify some progress on a number of longstanding developments within the City, which is extremely welcome and I have produced a report on two recent publications on outdoor education. The first is the House of Commons Select Committee on ‘Education Outside the Classroom’, which has some interesting things to say about EVCs. The second deals with a short report on the HSE investigation into the Glenridding accident, more information can be found on the website.

City of Nottingham Updates

· COLWICK PARK ADVENTURE CENTRE

The main foundations are now laid and the building is beginning to rise up out of the ground. A completion date in early September has been identified and I will inform you of progress and how we intend to operate the Centre towards the end of the term.

· BLUE BELL HILL ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY CENTRE

The refurbishment of the building is now nearing completion and the opening of the building will take place in early June, hopefully during ‘Sustainability fortnight’. Details on how to access the centre and an outline of what is available will be published shortly. 

· ACTION IN THE ENVIRONMENT: ON-LINE

This project is nearing completion and should be launched to schools in the next few weeks. The interactive sections of the website are complete for all the Key Stages and we are looking to launch the site officially in the next month.

This GUS funded resource should be of tremendous benefit to schools looking for information and activities that support Education for Sustainable Development as well as environmental education as a whole.

· ON-LINE APPROVAL
I was overwhelmed by the demand from schools to trial the system. I had originally booked for 10 places, but we had to double this and I am now looking to hold another course for 10 more schools in the next half term.

There have been a few hiccups, but schools have persevered and many approvals are now taking place on-line. IMS have been extremely helpful in supporting schools on the trial and have worked hard to iron out some small teething problems.

Further training will begin at the end of term and early in the new academic year; if you have not been contacted we will be in touch with you soon.

· WEBSITE - REMINDER


We have recently taken over direct control of our website content on the College Street website. The old www.oee.org.uk site is no longer being used and kept up to date.  

I will be using the website increasingly to inform you of updates in policy or training events. I also want to post examples of good practice and any newsworthy items you may wish to tell other staff about. We will also be extending the ‘useful links’ section and the area dedicated to activities and places to go.

All the risk assessments are now posted on the site, in Word format. However, I have noticed one error when downloading these risk assessments. In the fourth column, where it asks you to put a tick or cross as to whether the control measures are in place PCs have interpreted our Apple Mac’s ticks and crosses as a 4 or an 8. Until we sort this out, please use a tick or cross.

If you have any material that you wish to post on the site please forward it to:

Lucy Aspinall – www.lucy.aspinall@collegest.org.uk
· TRAINING

Key training courses and dates for the summer term are outlined below:

GROUP LEADER TRAINING – Thursday 19th May – All day – College St. Centre

SAILING FOR BEGINNERS – Tuesday 23rd May, 16.30 – 18.30 Holme Pierrepont (Change of date from advertised) Fully booked, but could arrange other dates, if there is demand.

ECO-SCHOOLS TRAINING – Wednesday 8th June, 13.30 – 15.30 Blue Bell Hill

OUTDOOR EDUCATION AND CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT – Thursday 16th June, 15.00 – 17.00 Wollaton Hall. 

CANOEING FOR BEGINNERS – Monday 20th June, 16.30 – 18.30 – The Arches

EDUCATION VISIT COORDINATOR TRAINING –Thursday 30th June 2005 – College Street Centre

CANOEING FOR BEGINNERS – Tuesday 12th July, 16.30 – 18.30 – The Arches

EMERGENCY PLANNING

When things go wrong, it's easy to say 'if only I'd been better prepared... '. Time set aside to plan for how your school would cope in an emergency could make a huge difference to how effectively one is handled.

If your school does not have an emergency plan and you’ve been set the daunting task of creating an emergency plan, how do you get started? TeacherNet will help you think through the process and provide tools to use in writing your plan and then communicating it effectively to those who will have roles to play. However, it's important to follow the steps below in order, so as to avoid duplicating work that has already been done and to ensure your plan will conform to local guidelines and arrangements:

Step 1 – Talk to your local authority

All local authorities are required to have emergency plans, often referred to as critical-incident plans or civil-contingency plans. They may well involve your school already, possibly as emergency shelter for local residents in case of evacuation. Before you can plan effectively for your school, you will need to know how it fits into your local authority's plan. You may find that your LEA (or your local Diocese if you are a Church of England or Roman Catholic school) has prepared guidance for schools in preparing an emergency plan. Currently Kevin Cooper has responsibility for this role, within Nottingham City Education Department. A lot of planning is already in place, however we recognise that more could be done and communicated more effectively to schools. The Health and Safety Steering Group have recognised this and more work will be carried forward in the coming months.

Step 2 – Talk to others who will be involved

You will need to understand your local authority's emergency plan which will have been drawn up in consultation with the emergency services, and will include such things as agreed responses, response-times, roles and responsibilities. You should also talk to your local emergency-services personnel - the police officers who patrol your community, your local fire and ambulance stations, GPs and so on.
Step 3 – Work out your emergency plan

There are many questions to think about. What could go wrong? How likely is it to happen? How can you reduce the chance that it will? How can you mitigate the consequences if it does? Who should be assigned roles, such as calming frightened children or handling the media? The LEA may have counsellors and media-handlers ready, but there will be a need to deal with such issues before they appear.

Guidance on emergency planning was recently updated by the DfES. Full details can be found on Teachernet 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/emergencies/
· SCHOOLS WEEK: WET AND WILDLIFE – 6TH& 7TH JULY 2005

This event was booked out within 48 hours of the news going out. I am sorry if you were one of the many disappointed schools who just missed out. With the construction of the Colwick Adventure Centre we will be able to run many more courses next year.

HEALTH AND SAFETY – UPDATE
 VISIT APPROVALS

As we are now approaching the peak time for visit approvals I would urge all of you to encourage fellow staff members to send in paperwork for approval as early as possible. Some of the swift turn around times for paperwork, which we can achieve in the ‘off-peak’ season cannot always be guaranteed over the next few months. 

EV2 FORMS

The current list of organisations who we have agreed can complete an EV2 on an annual basis, rather than a trip by trip basis is shown on the website. I have recently arranged for all Youth Hostels to be covered by an EV2 held by the Education Department.

NEW EV1 FORM
I have just developed a new, shorter EV1 form for Day Visits or PE activities, in an effort to reduce the level of intimidation produced by all the form filling, This can be found on the website.

POLICY AND GUIDANCE
Any updating of the ‘Educational Off-site Visits Policy’ will now only be available on the web site. I will, however, continue to notify you via these updates of the changes.

In order to make the handling of information on the website more straight forward the Policy will be broken down into three sections, which I will complete over the summer:

· Education Department Policy

· Guidance and Good Practice

· Useful Forms

INSURANCE – VISITS ABROAD

As part of the last newsletter, sent just before Christmas I highlighted the need for schools to check the levels of insurance cover before a visit abroad is undertaken, this is especially so if you are planning skiing trips or going to developing countries.  I would urge anyone organising any such trips to contact the City Insurance section at the earliest stage in planning to ensure that cover is a) obtainable and b) is sufficient. Our contact in the insurance section is:

Maggie Wallis on 0115 915 4418.

CLIMBING WALL

I am extremely pleased to confirm that schools are now free to use the Nottingham Climbing Centre, now that the issue involving insurance has been resolved.

REMISSION

I have just been notified that we have funding to carry on with the remission scheme that was instigated last year. Details of which are given below:

‘The department notes the increase in school residential visits and is keen to promote the very positive benefits of residential experiences for pupils in its schools.’  


Schools with 35% or more of their children on free school meals can apply for a contribution towards the costs of providing board and lodging on residential visits for those who are entitled.  This contribution will be £10 per pupil bed night and applies to all residential visits undertaken between 1st April 2005 and 31st March 2006 and will relate to one residential visit per child per year.  It is hoped by the end of 2005 to be able to process this remission, based on the on-line registration visits system.  However, in the meantime, schools should contact the Sport, Health and Outdoor Education Team at College Street on 0115 9476202 or email helena.cresswell@collegest.org.uk for a remission form. 

Further support and advice on this can be gained from Martin Smith, the Environmental and Outdoor Education Development Manager at College Street and he can be contacted on 0115 9476202 or by email martin.smith@collegest.org.uk
