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EVC CERTIFICATES

Following a chance remark at a recent conference I realised that none of you had been issued with certificates following your EVC training. The training is nationally recognised and has some transfer value between LEAs, you will find a certificate enclosed, so congratulations!
VISITS TO LONDON – NOW CATEGORY B

As a result of the security incidents in London last summer we have decided to move such visits into a Category B, thus requiring approval from the Schools Service. The reason behind this is that we will be able to identify, at any given time, whether or not a school is visiting London, if another such indent should occur. Obviously, such incidents could happen in any large city or venue and as such we have produced additional guidance for schools to consider if they are visiting such locations.

This guidance can be found on our website at www.collegest.org.uk
TRAINING 

Health and Safety Management of Visits

· Training for Group Leaders – Tuesday 14th February 2006

· Risk Assessment for off-site activities – Tuesday 14th March 2006

Introductory Courses at the County Environmental Education Centres

· A Refreshing Day at St Michaels – Thursday 26th January 2006

· An introduction to Hagg Farm Outdoor Centre – Friday 3 and Saturday 4 February 06

· An introduction to Bestwood Environmental Centre – Tuesday 14th February 2006

· An introduction to Brackenhurst Environmental Centre – Wednesday 15th February 06

· An introduction to Perlethorpe Environmental Centre – Thursday 16th February 2006

· An introduction to Stoke Bardolph Education Centre – Wednesday 1st March 2006

Walking, Climbing, Caving and Orienteering Courses

· Walking Group Leader Award - Training and Assessment – Fri 10 to Sun 12 Feb 2006

· Countryside Leader Scheme – Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 February 2006

· National Navigation Award Scheme – Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 February 2006

· Climbing for Beginners – Tuesday 21st March 2006

· BOF Level 1 Certificate in Coaching Orienteering – Wednesday 22 March 2006

· BOF Level 2 Certificate in Coaching Orienteering – Tues 4 and Wed 5 April 06

· Mountain Leader Award – Training and Assessment – Tue 18 to Sun 23 April 2006

· Introduction to Classic Caving and Potholing – Sat 6 and Sun 7 May 2006

· Rock Climbing: Single Pitch Award  – Sat 15 and Sun 16 July 06

First Aid

· Emergency Action 2 Day Course – Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 January 2006

· First Aid at Work Renewal – Saturday 11 and Sun 12 February 2006

· Emergency Action 1 Day Course – Tuesday 24th January and Thursday 9 March 2006

For more information on training courses please contact Helena Cresswell: 

Telephone: 0115 9476202 or Email helena.cresswell@collegest.org.uk 

VISITS THAT GO WITHOUT APPROVAL

Every year we still have some visits that depart without approval. This usually happens because additional information that has been requested has not been supplied before the departure date of the visit. Last year a memo was issued to all schools about the consequences of not gaining approval for visits. Letters will now be issued to schools and governing bodies if approval has not been granted prior to departure. For the safety and well being of all involved I would urge you to ensure that enough time for planning and feedback is allowed for all ‘reportable’ (Category B and C) visits.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION MANIFESTO

In response to the report from the House of Commons Select Committee on ‘Education Outside the Classroom’, the DfES have recently publicised a consultation document on a proposed Manifesto for Outdoor Education.

We have placed this document on our website and would encourage colleagues to respond to the consultation process.  One of the key recommendations is that every pupil should experience a residential opportunity at least once during their school career, which I think many of us would support.  This is both a useful and timely initiative, which will be broadly welcomed by all.

Martin Smith

Outdoor and Environmental Education Development Manager
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GLENRIDDING – ACTION POINTS FOR NOTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL





Linked to the above are some of the recommendations that have emerged from the HSE review of the Glenridding tragedy. In response to these recommendations a detailed action plan was drawn up by the Schools Service, which can be found on our website. I will be issuing a briefing paper to EVCs and Head teachers regarding any detailed alterations to the policy following feedback from colleagues in the Schools Service.





ON-LINE TRAINING – DEADLINE FOR ON-LINE APPROVALS APPROACHES





We will be holding a series of additional on-line training events during November, December and January. The dates are shown below:





Monday 28th November 2005 		E Learning Centre North





Friday 2nd December 2005 		E Learning Centre South





Wednesday 14th December 2005   	E Learning Centre South





Tuesday 10th January 2006 		E Learning Centre South





Monday 16th January 2006 		E Learning Centre North





As you know we will only accept on-line approvals from the New Year, so please make sure you attend if you have not already done so.





Please find booking form enclosed. (green)





During November the IMS team made a number of changes to the system in the light of feedback during the pilot period and the On-line training sessions to date. We will issue revised manuals in the next few weeks along with a summary of the main changes.





EVC – HAVE YOU HAD TRAINING? ARE YOU A NEW EVC? 





As you will be aware DfES guidelines on educational visits states that all schools and centres/groups dealing with pupils must identify an Educational Visits Coordinator (EVC) to coordinate the planning and management of educational visits. 





As a result I have enclosed a copy of the EVC training programme; as this training will equip you with the knowledge and support needed to manage off-site visits safely and effectively.





Please find the booking form enclosed. (yellow)





EVC UPDATE MEETINGS





We will be holding a series of EVC update meetings over the next few months. It will soon become compulsory for an EVC to attend at least one of these meetings within a 3 year period of becoming and EVC. 





I will ensure that the meeting dates cover a range of days and times throughout the year and they will last for no more than 2 hours. 





Judging from previous sessions they are particularly valuable for clarifying a number of day to day issues faced by EVCs as well as providing a useful forum to exchange ideas and update colleagues on policy and initiatives. 





Please see attached booking form for dates and times. (blue)
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AUTUMN TERM UPDATE





HASPEV UPDATE





At the end of September 2005 the DfES issued an amendment to HASPEV (Health and Safety of Pupils on Educational Visits) and the 3-part supplement issued in 2002.





This amendment is in response to school workforce development and the increasingly important role played by support staff and other categories of staff in schools. The amendment states that ‘there is no assumption that a teacher will always be physically present when a member of the support staff is carrying out specific work.’ It goes on to say that ‘with appropriate training and demonstrated competence, school staff of all kinds can safely enrich the curriculum by extending their pupils learning beyond the classroom.’





Although we have recognised the important role that staff other than teachers play within the school setting there is now guidance outlining a framework by which they can support and lead activities outside the classroom. The key point for head teachers is that they, supported by the EVC, need to make a judgement on an individual basis as to whether staff are competent to lead such activities. In assessing an individual’s ability to lead groups off-site the senior management or manger has to decide on the level of competence and training needed to lead a group in any particular situation. Where particular outdoor skills are required then further advice can be sought from the Outdoor and Environmental Education Development Manager.





The only concern that has been expressed in relation to the guidance lies in the comment made under the section entitled ‘HOW TO DEMONSTRATE COMPETENCE’, where it mentions the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award as a ‘suitable technical qualification’. We would not regard this particular award as a technical qualification.





The new amendment offers some useful guidance and will be viewed as a valuable addition to our existing policy and will sit alongside HASPEV and the 3 supplements.





A copy of the amendment is attached and can also be found on our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.collegest.org.uk" ��www.collegest.org.uk� 
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 TO:		 ALL EVCs





 FROM:	 Martin Smith








