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SPORT, OUTDOOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION





HAPPY NEW YEAR!





May I, first of all, wish you all a happy New Year from the SOEE team.





NO MORE PAPER!





Just a reminder that we will only accept visit approvals on-line, from now on. If you have missed the training to date please ensure you book onto one of the following courses. We will continue to hold courses throughout this year. 





10 January 2006 	E-Learning Centre South 	9:30am – 12:00pm


								1:00pm – 3:30pm





16 January 2006	E-Learning Centre North	9:30am – 12:00pm


								1:00pm – 3:30pm





Please contact Helena Cresswell to confirm your attendance.





POLICY UPDATE AS A RESULT OF THE GLENRIDDING INCIDENT





Please find attached a copy of a briefing paper that has gone out to all Head teachers relating to the Education Department’s response to this incident, you will also find a more detailed response to the report on our website.





Please familiarise your selves with the key points of the briefing paper.





MONITORING OF OFF-SITE VISITS AND EVC SUPPORT





During both the spring and the summer term I will be arranging more monitoring and support visits to schools. This is an essential element of the Education Department’s risk management system and begins a shift of emphasis away from paper based risk assessing to supporting group leaders in their specific and on-going risk assessment.
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I will be contacting many of you to arrange such visits, which may either be on visits or at the school. As a part of this I will complete a short report following this visit. Copies of the report proformas can be found on our website.





I will not undertake any ‘surprise’ visits and I see such visits as a part of our support to schools in undertaking safe, purposeful and enjoyable off-site visits.





GO-KARTING – THE NEED TO APPROVE�


As a result of a recent accident involving a pupil, while on a go-karting session, I will be making site visits to a number of providers in the coming months. You must ensure that approval is given before taking young people go-karting.





NOTTINGHAM CLIMBING WALL





I have enclosed a leaflet on the Nottingham climbing wall, we are now offering any pupils on free school meals a reduction of £2 per head for school organised, centre instructed climbing sessions. If schools contact Helena Cresswell at college Street prior to booking with the Wall we can arrange a payment to the school.





REMISSION REMINDER





A reminder to all of you planning visits before the end of the financial year that you can claim remission of £10 per pupil per night on residential visits. This remission supports young people who are eligible for Free School Meals and where the school has more than 35% of pupils on free school meals.





FANCY A TRIP AROUND THE WORLD?





UKSA (UK Sailing Academy) have recently started a round the world sailing trip on Gipsy IV, Sir Francis Chichester’s boat, which they removed from Greenwich and carried out a huge refit on her. The project is taking young people from all over Britain on the trip, while linking up with young people in the countries they are visiting. A wide range of educational materials have been produced to support the trip in addition to a fantastic on-line resource, which can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.gipsymoth.org/getinvolved.asp" ��http://www.gipsymoth.org/getinvolved.asp�





EVC UPDATES





EVC update training sessions are running this term please contact Helena to book your place, the dates are given below:





18 January 	3:00pm – 4:50pm	@ College Street


24 January 	2:00pm – 4:00pm 	@ Nottingham Forest Study Support Centre


26 January 	10:00am – 12:00pm 	@ College Street


31 January 	3:00pm – 5:00pm 	@ Nottingham Forest Study Support Centre








All the very best for the coming year





Martin








