MAIB report – Brenscombe OC canoe swamping accident – Poole Harbour

A number of safety issues have been identified . To prevent a similar accident occurring in the future the 

Adventure Activity Licensing Authority, Association of Heads of Outdoor

Education Centres, The Outdoor Education Advisers Panel, Scottish

Advisory Panel for Outdoor Education and the Royal Yachting Association 

are recommended to:

2005/216 Advise outdoor activity providers:

• Of the benefits of validating risk assessments by scenario-based

training.

• That despite being a stable platform, rafted canoes risk being

swamped while under paddle or under tow.

• Of the need to be fully engaged in programme planning, especially

when a “third party” is involved in course management. In particular,

have prior agreement for a revision of the original plan or for an

alternative programme in the event of an exercise being aborted.

• That there should be unambiguous mutual recognition of a safety

instructor/technical expert’s authority to cancel an exercise if he/she

considers conditions warrant such action.

• Of the need to clearly stipulate who has control of an exercise in

order that effective decision-making can be achieved.

• Of the importance of an instructor being able to recognise when a

“normal” recovery situation develops into an emergency situation,

and that he is empowered to alert the emergency services.

RYA and BCU are recommended to:

2005/217 Include in powerboat and canoe training courses syllabi instruction on

appropriate techniques for towing rafted canoes.
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