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	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – COASTAL LOCATIONS

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might go wrong)

(including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place, 

NO if not

(or N/A)
	IF:

NO - State action to be taken with timescales

NO - Any additional control measures

YES - Site specific details
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

High, Medium, Low

	Poor decision making and leadership
	Leader competence must be approved by OVC and Head of Establishment with advice from the Education Department Outdoor and Environmental Education Development Manager (OEEDM) for the specific venue.  Leader must have recent and relevant experience of venue. Training appropriate to the level of activity undertaken.
	
	
	

	Extreme weather, cold or sun/heat injury
	Seasonal (usually April – October) activity, consideration of forecast, use of suitable clothing and equipment, dry spare clothing, sun cream, hats and emergency equipment, as appropriate

Pre-planning, equipment lists to group, kit checked before departure
	
	
	

	Sea, waves, tides, rip tides, shelving beaches, underwater hazards, exit routes cut off by tides or high seas etc
	· Each venue must be visited and individual risk assessments and/or operating procedures produced by leader, with advice from coast guards, if necessary.

· Weather forecast and tidal information obtained and leader makes decision whether or not to proceed or adapt activity on basis of weather forecast and state of sea. Alternative activities are available.

· Paddling and swimming not allowed except if organised according to Children’s Services policy and risk assessment ‘Swimming/paddling on visits – Open Water’

· Ongoing assessment by leader at start and during activity
	
	
	

	Falls, falling rocks, cliffs
	Pre-visit  - site specific risk assessment and operating procedure as above, especially if walks follow cliff tops

From site specific risk assessment decision made regarding route, supervision, location of activities and necessary footwear etc

Close supervision by experienced staff
	
	
	

	Group control
	Pre-planning of activities and supervision

Close supervision, large groups split into small groups each with leader known to pupils. Overall leader remains in touch with all groups and can recall effectively. No impromptu swimming or paddling allowed, see swimming/paddling risk assessment
	
	
	


	SPECIFIC RISK ASSESSMENT – COASTAL LOCATIONS

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young 

people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might go wrong)

(including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place,

NO if not

(or N/A)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	PLAN ‘B’

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT

Have staff been instructed to carry out ON-GOING risk assessments throughout the visit / activity e.g. as regards to changes of weather, tiredness / illness in the group, behaviour, problems made known by other groups at the same location etc.
	Tick when completed

	
	

	OFF-SITE VISITS COORDINATOR’S (OVC) COMMENTS (if any): 
	SIGNED
	DATE

	HEAD OF ESTABLISHMENT APPROVAL:
	SIGNED
	REVIEW DATE

	COMMENTS:


	
	






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ASSESSMENT CARRIED OUT BY:




SIGNED:





DATE:

(THE CONTENT OF THIS RISK ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN SHARED

(Group Leader)







WITH AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL STAFF MEMBERS TAKING PART 



IN THE VISIT)

