GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICE[image: image1.jpg]Nottingham
City Council

i&.



S

REVIEWED BY CS 08/2008 


	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – WATER MARGIN (RIVER, STREAM STUDY OR POND DIPPING)

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might go wrong)

(including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place, 

NO if not

(or N/A)
	IF:

NO - State action to be taken with timescales

NO - Any additional control measures

YES - Site specific details
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

High, Medium, Low

	Poor decision making and leadership
	Competence: In addition to evidence of recent and relevant experience of activity, leader must have discussed with OVC nature and location of water. In remote terrain, leader must hold relevant walking award. If the activity is in gentle shallow water (such as no higher than knee level), leader competence must be approved by the Head of Establishment.

Leader should know when it is appropriate NOT to allow the activity to proceed.

If paddling in the sea, the separate risk assessment on swimming/paddling has also been completed.

Reference made to DCSF document ‘Group Safety at Water Margins’

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/healthandsafety/visits/ 
	
	Training appropriate to the level of activity undertaken
	

	Extreme weather, cold water 

(Flash floods)
	Consideration of forecast and conditions of day, provision of suitable clothing, footwear and equipment, dry spare clothing and emergency equipment

Pre-planning, equipment lists to group, kit checked before departure

Plan ‘B’ prepared and understood by all those leading and participating
	
	
	

	Proximity to water

(Drowning)
	· Risk assessment of route, banks, crossing etc

· Awareness that water levels change and need to assess conditions before and during activity

· Other route MUST be taken if route (e.g. bank side path, stepping stones) unsafe

· Close supervision of young people to ensure sensible behaviour

· Pre-planning and assessment on day
	
	
	

	Planned activity IN water (for field studies etc)

(Drowning, flash floods, swept down river)
	Each location must be individually risk assessed by leader with advice from the Children’s Services Outdoor and Environmental Education Development Manager (OEEDM) before visit, if appropriate. Use sites where there is:

· easy access and exit from water

· no significant hazards on banks e.g. (water flowing onto overhanging trees)

· no immediate significant down stream hazards (waterfalls etc)

· young people can stand easily in water to be entered

· young people can be seen and supervised by staff

Weather forecast obtained and leader makes decision whether or not to proceed or adapt activity on basis of weather forecast, strength of water and conditions on day

Written site specific risk assessment and/or operating procedure approved by Head of Establishment

Ongoing assessment by leader at start and during activity
	
	
	

	Injury illness or emergency away from immediate help
	· One leader with each group first aid trained 

· First aid kit

· Communications (mobile phones?) arranged 

· Pre-planning of emergency procedures and communications
	
	
	

	Weil’s disease pollution

(Infection, illness)
	· Do not use obviously contaminated sites

· Obtain and follow Children’s Services guidelines re Weil’s Disease

· Take sensible hygiene precautions: cover wounds grazes etc, do not drink river water, wash hands before eating

· Take advice from Environmental Agency if necessary
	
	
	

	Informal swimming
	Never allow impromptu swimming or paddling – always risk assess the proposed venue in advance for currents, rocks, weeds, nature of bottom and sides. 

Refer to generic risk assessment Swimming/Paddling on Off-site Visits – Open Water.
	
	
	


	SPECIFIC RISK ASSESSMENT – WATER MARGIN ACTIVITY

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young 

people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might go wrong)

(including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place,

NO if not

(or N/A)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	PLAN ‘B’

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT

Have staff been instructed to carry out ON-GOING risk assessments throughout the visit / activity e.g. as regards to changes of weather, tiredness / illness in the group, behaviour, problems made known by other groups at the same location etc.
	Tick when completed

	
	

	OFF-SITE VISITS COORDINATOR’S (OVC) COMMENTS (if any): 
	SIGNED
	DATE

	HEAD OF ESTABLISHMENT APPROVAL:
	SIGNED
	REVIEW DATE

	COMMENTS:


	
	






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ASSESSMENT CARRIED OUT BY:




SIGNED:





DATE:

(THE CONTENT OF THIS RISK ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN SHARED

(Group Leader)







WITH AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL STAFF MEMBERS TAKING PART 



IN THE VISIT)

