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	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – WOODLAND ACTIVITIES

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might go wrong)

(including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place, 

NO if not

(or N/A)
	IF:

NO - State action to be taken with timescales

NO - Any additional control measures

YES - Site specific details
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

High, Medium, Low

	Use of tools, natural materials

(Cuts, lacerations)
	· Supervision by trained staff (i.e. trained conservation rangers/workers, Forest Schools level 2 or above, or establishment staff trained in the use of tools)

· Appropriate protective clothing and equipment (eye protection, gloves, boots, full arm and leg cover, as judged necessary by staff)

· Supervision in appropriate ratios
	
	
	

	Building shelters with natural materials
	· Build on level ground 

· Use suitably sized materials for age and size of young people

· Operating procedures are planned and agreed including size and type of materials that can be used and means of carrying and lifting

· Young people and staff to continually assess suitability of materials for soundness and stability of structure built

· Young people may not enter shelter until it is assessed for stability by staff 

· Do not pick or use living material, litter or waste 

· After activity ends dismantle shelters with care (main supports last) and leave area as undisturbed as possible
	
	
	

	Blindfold activities, nightline
	· Area/route used specifically assessed for hazards

· If necessary, eye protection used

· Young people briefed re hazards and care required

· If at night, leaders have effective torches
	
	
	

	Young person separated from group, abuse by public
	· Pre-plan supervision and ensure sufficient staff 

· Ensure young people understand arrangements

· Young people know how to contact staff if working remotely
	
	
	

	Poisoning, infection, accident 
	· Assess risks in specific environment used

· Brief young people re poison/infection hazards

· Arrange suitable protective gloves and equipment if risk assessment suggests necessary, wash hands at the end of the activity.

· Supervision and first aid provision (see Risk Assessment for ‘All Visits’)
	
	
	


	SPECIFIC RISK ASSESSMENT – WOODLAND ACTIVITIES

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young 

people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might go wrong)

(including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place,

NO if not

(or N/A)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	PLAN ‘B’

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT

Have staff been instructed to carry out ON-GOING risk assessments throughout the visit / activity e.g. as regards to changes of weather, tiredness / illness in the group, behaviour, problems made known by other groups at the same location etc.
	Tick when completed

	
	

	OFF-SITE VISITS COORDINATOR’S (OVC) COMMENTS (if any): 
	SIGNED
	DATE

	HEAD OF ESTABLISHMENT APPROVAL:
	SIGNED
	REVIEW DATE

	COMMENTS:


	
	






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ASSESSMENT CARRIED OUT BY:




SIGNED:





DATE:

(THE CONTENT OF THIS RISK ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN SHARED

(Group Leader)







WITH AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL STAFF MEMBERS TAKING PART 



IN THE VISIT)

