GUIDANCE ON EVACUATION PROCEDURES IN PUBLIC PLACES


Introduction

This guidance should be used by schools to inform their risk assessment and risk management on school trips to large visitor attractions or City centres.  Due to the nature of such incidents no hard and fast procedures can be dictated as schools will have to respond to any given situation as it evolves.  However, good planning and preparation before the trip will make group management more straight forward on the day.

Guidance and lessons from the London Bombings

In July there were a number of schools in London on the days that terrorists detonated bombs in the City.  No schools were directly involved, but some lessons can be learned from the experience of schools visiting the area.

At the time of the incident the advice from emergency services was to ‘Get In, Stay In and Tune In’, as such those in large museums, for example, were not allowed to leave, and although they couldn’t communicate by mobile phone with their school, they could still use land lines.  In this particular case the group was not split up and pupils were not working remotely.  If this had been the case it would have been useful discussing with people suitable meeting places within buildings should there be an alert.

If the building had to be evacuated groups who were split up would have to think how they would re-group bearing in mind that many different exits could be used.  Obviously, the first consideration would be to follow the instructions of emergency personnel, but consideration should also be given as to how the group will re-form, especially if the mobile phone system is down.  This should be considered before hand.

Schools may also have to consider how they would get back to their transport if they were forced to avoid train stations and government buildings, something that happened to one school.  Making sure you have an A to Z, or similar would be useful.

This situation could conceivably occur at large sporting fixtures or theme parks.  Many schools already issue small credit card sized information cards to pupils when they are in smaller groups being remotely supervised.  It may also be useful to issue these to all pupils even if they are closely supervised.

There is no way that a school can cover every eventuality, however a through briefing of staff and pupils prior to departure will be essential.

If schools are uncertain about whether they should go to a particular location advice can be sought from myself at College Street.  For many schools that went to London after the bombings the final decision on whether to go was left with parents.

We do not want to prevent or restrict such visits, but we do need to be more aware of about the possible impact of such events and plan accordingly.
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