GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE TO EDUCATION AND SKILLS SELECT COMMITTEE’S SECOND REPORT (Education Outside the Classroom) 18th July 2005

KEY POINTS:

· MANIFESTO FOR OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Manifesto to be launched during the next academic year

· ‘A joint commitment that all children should have the opportunity of a wide range of high quality outdoor learning, including at least one residential experience; 

· Encourage schools to partner with other schools and outdoor learning providers; 

· Encourage parents to take an active interest in outdoor learning; set out a range of advice and support; 

· Provide information and good practice guidance on health and safety issues; 

· Set out priorities for the development of outdoor learning.

· Provide guidance to remind employers how they must treat staff fairly in investigating any rare but unfortunate case of pupil injury: the law protects from liability all school staff who take reasonable care. 

· Vigorously promote DfES’s standard forms, and remind schools in plain terms how to keep risk assessment proportionate. We will underline that schools should not over-complicate—they should ignore the trivial, and make risk assessments sufficient, not perfect. 

· We share the Committee’s concern for pupils in deprived areas having the same chances as those from well off families and this is something we shall pursue in our Manifesto discussions. 

· We will also include the future role of Educational Visits Co-ordinators and the Committee’s suggestion of a ‘champion’. 

· We will link with key DfES programmes, including Extended Schools and activities for teenagers.’

· Value and potential of education outside the classroom supported by Government

· Fear of accidents and litigation is out of proportion to the real risk

· Want to encourage the NAS/UWT to reconsider their stance on off-site visits

· DfES and TTA to work together to ensure that Initial Teacher Training courses demonstrate the potential benefit of education outside the classroom

· DfES committed to a CPD programme to raise quality of provision and skills of those leading it.

· DfES to encourage a drive to streamline the risk assessment process

· Role of Educational Visits Co-ordinators are valuable and need continued support and training

· Need to ensure that building and rebuilding of schools is undertaken with regard for the educational potential of the school grounds

· Workforce remodelling should not endanger the provision of school trips as long as they are planned well in advance

· Funding of Outdoor Education can still be retained centrally by LEAs if they wish to do so
