CITY OF NOTTINGHAM EDUCATION DEPARTMENT POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR RIVER WALKS, GORGE/STREAM SCRAMBLES 

In response to the recent HSE investigation into the ‘Drowning of Max Palmer in Glenridding Beck 20 May 2002’ a review of current policy and practice was undertaken in March of this year. The results of this review will now be taken to the Education Department’s Health and Safety Steering Group and the JCNC.

In relation to many of the recommendations the Education Department already meets or exceeds the key points that are made in the report. 

· A clear policy is in place for the organisation and management of school visits

· Every school has a named Educational Visits Co-ordinator who has undergone a nationally recognise one day training programme in the organisation and planning of school visits

· The Education Department has an Outdoor Education advisor, as recommended by the DfES who supports schools in terms of advice and training for staff.

· There is an approval process in place for checking the planning of school visits, a process that can now be undertaken on-line.

· Clear guidance on the operation of adventurous activities is given in the policy document, supported by over 50 generic risk assessments prepared to help teachers in their management of pupils on school trips.

· A generic risk assessment exists for River Walks and Gorge Stream scrambles, which can be supplemented by other risk assessments drawn up for when schools are working in and around both inland and coastal waters. 

· The policy section on adventure activities and outdoor environments was reviewed last summer with further guidance to schools on taking pupils to the coast, including paddling in the sea. Potentially one of our most dangerous activities.

· EVCs are issued with the guidance written by the CCPR and the DfES on ‘Group Safety at the water Margins’, it is also referred to in the policy document.

· The current joint training programme for Outdoor and Environmental Education offered to staff in partnership with the County supports many of the activities undertaken by schools. Of particular note is a new nationally recognised one-day course ‘Group Leader Training’. The City ran one of the first courses in the country, last term.

· Parents are already asked to give an indication of water confidence of pupils on the parental consent form, we may need to ask for more detailed information on swimming ability.

· Third party providers are checked through an EV2 form which asks questions relating to safety and practice supplemented by recommending that schools use AALA inspected adventurous activity providers where appropriate.

The main response of the review undertaken by the Education Department includes:

· A review of the River Walks and Gorge/Stream scrambling generic risk assessment and additional guidance on such activities

· Increased monitoring of school visits both of activities and sites in order to support the paperwork processes

· Need to clarify responsibilities for checking qualifications and competences of staff leading activities within schools and the LEA. (guidance already given as part of generic risk assessment and in policy)

· Website being upgraded and improved in order to support staff organising off-site visits.

· Need to improve school emergency planning, (being addressed by Health and Safety Steering group)

· Need to ensure that schools have policies and procedures in place that support off-site activities and that monitoring takes place. City Council Schools Health and Safety team now ask questions about off-site visit policy during inspections, Outdoor Education Advisor also makes monitoring visits to schools. Need to work more closely with Governors to ensure that they are also effectively monitoring.

A detailed report on the HSE Glenridding Beck has been prepared for the Corporate Director of Education.

