GCSE 2003: Comparisons

	
	AQA (Approved)
	EDEXCEL(Approved)
	OCR
	WJEC (Approved)

	Scheme of Assessment
	Coursework Performing 25%
· One solo and one ensemble performance

· Internally assessed and externally moderated 
Coursework Composing  25%

· Two compositions, at least one of which is based on the Music for Special Events area of study

· Internally assessed and externally moderated 

Integrated Assignment  25%
· One composition based on an AQA-set assignment, arising from one of four Areas of Study (excluding Music for Special Events)

· Assignment issued in the spring term, and the composition must be accompanied by a recorded realisation and an evaluation

· Externally assessed as part of the terminal examination

Listening and Appraising  25%
· 75 minute test based around Areas of Study 

· Externally assessed as part of the terminal examination


	Performing  30%

· Solo Performing (15%) – one solo piece

· Performing during the course (15%)  - candidates perform/direct two pieces (including Composition 1)
· Internally assessed and externally moderated
Composing 30%

· One composition, written to a brief, based on one of the Areas of Study

· One composition, written to a brief based on a different Area of Study

· Internally assessed and externally moderated
Listening and appraising 40%

· Written paper 1 hour 30 minutes 

· Candidates to answer questions on all four Areas of Study.
· Externally assessed
	Coursework 60% 

Part A

Integrated Coursework (Performance 1, Composition 1 and Appraisal = 3 x 10%)

· Performance 1 (solo or ensemble) and Composition 1 must both be based on work done in relation to Area of Study 1 (Exploiting the Resource) 
Part B

Further Performing 

(Performances 2 and 3 – 20%)

· Two further performances (solo or ensemble)

Further Composing (10%)

· A composition which relates either to Area of Study 3 (Dance Music ) or to Area of Study 4 (Traditions and Innovation )
Terminal Task (15%)

· Relates to Area of Study 2

· Candidates have 25 minutes to prepare a response to one of three externally set stimuli

· Internally assessed and externally moderated

Listening Examination 25%

· 1 hour 30 minutes

· Based around Areas of Study 2 – 4
· Externally assessed
	External Assessment 60%

Appraising Skills 30%

· Listening paper (June) - 1½ hours

Performing Skills 30%

· Solo and ensemble performances

· Practical assessment by visiting examiner

Internal Assessment 40%

Composing Skills

· Composition of 2 contrasting pieces

· Written evaluation of composition process and connections with area of study

· Internally assessed, externally moderated
NB: Two of the areas of study must be assessed in the composing component. One area of study must be assessed in both the composing and performing components


	Areas of Study
	Music for film

Suggested repertoire:

· The Western: landscapes and peoples of the Americas

· Classic monster/horror-science fiction/fantasy films

· Thriller/spy films
Dance Music

Suggested repertoire:

· c.17 - 19 dances (minuet, gavotte, gigue, sarabande, waltz, polka)

· c.20/21 dance music (Dances of the Americas: tango, samba, salsa + Club Scene: techno, drum ‘n’ bass, hip hop, rap, garage etc)

Music for Special Events

The challenges of composing to a particular brief or commission. One composing item must be from this area, inspired by  involvement with special events/occasions arising from own interests and life events
Orchestral Landmarks

· A small scale classical symphony 

· An early c.19 work

· A large-scale c19 orchestral work 

· A large-scale c20 orchestral work
Popular Song since 1960

· Solo ballads

· Musical Theatre

· Soul/gospel-influenced

· Folk-influenced

· Rock

· Fusion
	Repetition and contrast in Western Classical Music 1600-1899

· ground bass

· variations

· ternary form

· rondo
New directions in Western Classical Music 1900 to present

· serialism

· minimalism

· experimental music eg aleatoric music

· performance art

· graphic notation

· electronic music.
Popular song in context

· 12 bar blues

· reggae

· club dance remix

· songs from musicals
Rhythms, scales and modes in music from around the world
· Gamelan music

· Indian raga

· African drumming

· music which draws together at least two different cultures eg bhangra, folk, rock
	Exploiting the Resource

· Candidates develop understanding of how their instrument (or voice) is used in a selected genre, through the study of three pieces, at least one of which must be performed by the candidate
Techniques of Melodic Composition

Principal techniques of melody-writing exemplified specifically in the music of the mainstream Baroque and Classical periods:

· Binary, ternary, rondo, variation

· Diatonic intervals

· Devices for balancing/extending and varying phrases

· Techniques for ornamenting melodies
Dance Music

Characteristic features and rhythmic patterns of different types of social dance drawn from contrasting social/historical contexts:
· Elizabethan Pavan and Galliard
· C19 century Viennese Waltz
· Disco music of the 1970s and 1980s

Traditions & Innovation

Contemporary styles which have their roots in music of more than one cultural tradition:

· Bhangra

· Salsa

· Minimalism
	Music in Wales

· Welsh Songs – Art, Folk, Cerdd Dant and Pop

· Welsh Harp Music

· Welsh Orchestral Music
Musical Structure

Through the study of various vocal and instrumental compositions candidates will gain a knowledge and understanding of musical structure in:

· The Western Classical Tradition

· Jazz/Rock

· Fusion of Classical and Jazz/Rock
Music for Special Occasions

A study of music written for special occasions will highlight the processes

and ingredients used by composers and encourage pupils to write their own

occasional music for national and in-house occasions, families, friends and

local community celebrations

Music for Stage and Screen

· Musicals (eg West Side Story, Les Miserables, Phantom of the Opera)

· Films (eg Jaws, Vertigo, James Bond)
Music Evolution

This area of study will defer to those composers who were precursors of our

post-modern era, and focus on serialism, minimalism and aleatoric styles in present day music.


