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PGCE Secondary Music Assignments

	Assignment
	Due Date
	First Marking Tutor
	Type
	Relation to QtT standards

	AS1
	22 October 2004

 (Draft)

10 January 2005

(Final)
	SC
	Scheme of work
	S1.7, S2.1c,          S3.1., S3.1.3, S3.3.2c

	AS2
	27 October 2004 

(Draft)

29 October 2004

(Final)
	DE
	Music Technology – Classroom Arrangement
	S2.5, S3.3.3, S3.3.4, S3.3.10

	AS3
	18 February 2005


	SJP
	Planning and Assessing at KS4/5
	S2.1d, S3.1.3, S3.2.1, S3.2.2, S3.2.3, S3.3.2d, S3.3.4

	AS4
	3 June 2005
	SC
	Composing Folio
	S2.5, S3.1.1, S3.1.3, S3.3.6


Assignments must be handed in between 0900-1700 at the Ada Byron King building (3rd floor, School Resource Centre) on the NTU Clifton campus

 AS1

Scheme of Work

Design a scheme of work (SOW) for a KS3 class at your first placement school. The scheme of work should:

· be relevant to and teachable during your first block school placement

· be based on relevant elements of the National Curriculum for Music, and demonstrate good practice in its delivery

· link listening and appraising to composing and performing opportunities

· involve pupils in exploring at least two contrasting musical cultures, of which one must be non-western

· require you to research and develop skills, knowledge and understanding in one of the areas of development arising from your audit of subject skills
Your assignment should include:

· An overall scheme of work outlining the development of the unit over approximately six lessons. This should use the format discussed in PGCE sessions.

· Detailed individual lesson plans for each lesson (using the standard PGCE format)

· A brief description of the class chosen, the available resources at the school and how the unit relates to pupils’ prior experience at KS 2 & 3

· Worksheets, supporting recordings (CD, minidisk or MP3) and/or ICT for pupil use (eg backing tracks)

· Differentiated assessment material that provides positive opportunities for pupils across the ability range to show what they know, understand and can do as a result of the unit, referenced to the NC levels. The assessment material must involve musical experience (not just writing about music) and enable students to demonstrate the musical skills outlined in the NC level descriptors with music

· A listing of a range of relevant information sources and resources, together with a brief assessment of the usefulness of each resource

· A brief description of how your scheme of work demonstrates good practice in the delivery of the national curriculum

· An evaluation of the success of the SOW in your placement school, together with an analysis of what you would do differently another time

The unit of work will be initially presented to members of the PGCE Secondary Music group on Friday 22 October, and you will need to bring 6 copies of your unit plan and first lesson plan for use by other members of the group. You may well wish to use PowerPoint for your presentation. Following this presentation and discussion, you will then have the opportunity to try out your unit on your first placement or (if this is not possible) to discuss the practicalities of teaching it in your placement school with your school mentor. Final submission will be on 10 January.
Notes for Guidance

Aim for a sequence of learning in which pupils progressively build understanding, skills and knowledge. Include clear sections on aims and assessment points and make clear the intended learning outcomes throughout.

The annotated list of a range of sources/resources might include musicological/ethnomusicological texts,  sources of background/contextual information, scores and manuscripts, audio/visual resources, internet websites,  media/museum sources and materials published for use in schools, as appropriate. You might also use people with expertise, ranging from friends and personal contacts to people with roles in education or research.   Think in terms of how you might enable pupils to research the topic for themselves using a range of source as well as gathering source material for use at the teacher’s level. Use the annotations to indicate the role different sources might play and how they might be evaluated with pupils.

You should use your placement in a feeder primary school at the start of the course to explore the range of prior experiences that secondary pupils are likely to have had at KS2, and use this information to focus your unit.

	AS1 Due Dates
	

	First Presentation
	Friday 22 October 2004

	Final hand in
	Monday 10 January 2005


	AS1 Checklist of items to hand in
	

	Overall scheme of work, using standard PGCE format
	

	A lesson plan for the first lesson (standard PGCE format)
	

	Description of class chosen, including prior experience and available resources
	

	Worksheets, recordings, ICT for pupil use
	

	Differentiated assessment material
	

	Notes about relevant information sources/resources
	

	Description of how the SOW demonstrates good practice in the implementation of the NC
	

	Evaluation
	


Please note that you will not be able to pass this assignment until all items are presented
Assessment (AS1)
AS1 criteria:

· The practicality and depth of understanding of classroom management shown in the lesson/module plans and the extent to which the material is appropriate to the age range (including awareness of progression from KS2 and earlier KS3 work), time scale, mixed ability situation, available resources and national curriculum requirements

· The professionalism of presentation, especially of the material designed for use by pupils

· The quality of research, imaginative use of resources and insight into the two musical cultures at a level that would enable you to cope securely with pupils’ questions

· The overall quality of the projected learning experience for pupils, with particular focus on learning objectives, differentiated assessment and opportunities for the successful integration of composing, performing, listening and appraising activities
Guideline Grade Descriptors: AS1 subject-specific criteria
	The practicality and depth of understanding of classroom management shown in the lesson/module plans and the extent to which the material is appropriate to the age range, time scale, mixed ability situation, available resources and national curriculum requirements

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Limited understanding of classroom management

· Material not appropriate or impractical - some factors not taken into consideration

· Limited relevance to the national curriculum
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Practical lesson/module plans, showing a reasonable understanding of classroom management techniques

· Material workable for age range, time scale, mixed ability situation, available resources and fits with national curriculum requirements

· Awareness of progression from KS2 and earlier KS3  work, as appropriate
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Detailed planning, taking account of limitations of space/equipment and  making good use of the facilities and resources at the relevant school

· Material has been carefully designed to be highly appropriate in all aspects, making effective use of a range of differentiation strategies to provide realistic challenges for the full ability range
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Plans show a mature depth of understanding of classroom management, and have been carefully revised following practical experience and/or discussion with school mentors

· Excellent material – the student has carefully considered a range of options and has chosen those that  will work best for the specific school situation

· Inventive use of ‘musical’ homework to support the unit

	The professionalism of presentation, especially of the material designed for use by pupils

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	As generic criteria for Standard of Presentation (see AS1 above) plus:

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Errors of spelling or grammar in the material designed for pupil use

· Messy, confusing presentation

· ICT not used
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Material for pupil use is accurate and uses appropriate language for the age group
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Material is set out clearly and logically in a manner that makes it easy for pupils to understand
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Material is presented with the utmost clarity/visual impact and provides pupils with an excellent role model


	The quality of research, imaginative use of resources and insight into the two musical cultures and their interaction at a level that would enable you to cope securely with pupils’ questions

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	As generic criteria for Research &References (see AS1 above)  plus:

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Few relevant resources located

· Limited insights into the musical cultures

· Interaction of different cultures seen at a very superficial level
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· A good range of relevant resources located that support the scheme of work

· Clear awareness of the major features of the chosen musical cultures

· Interaction of cultures explored effectively through music in a manner appropriate to KS3
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Resources intelligently evaluated and clearly categorised into those suitable for use by teachers and pupils

· The musical cultures have been well chosen with clear insights into their  relevance for KS3, and are presented with integrity and understanding of the cultural context

· Detailed understanding of common musical procedures across cultures
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Resources presented in an imaginative way so that pupils can make use of them both in and out of the classroom

· Excellent knowledge of appropriate cultural backgrounds, beliefs and values, presented with sensitivity and an awareness of cross-curricular links

· Genuine insights into musical fusions, with an excellent choice of musical examples to enable KS3 pupils to engage with complex issues at an appropriate level

	The overall quality of the projected learning experience for pupils, with particular focus on learning objectives, differentiated assessment and opportunities for the successful  integration of composing, performing, listening and appraising activities

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· A poor quality, unfocussed learning experience that is unlikely to ‘connect’ with pupil interests

· Lack of clarity as to what pupils will learn

· Different types of activity not related and pitched at too simple or too complex a level for KS3

· Assessment procedures unclear or not involving sound
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· An effective learning experience based around achievable learning objectives that relate to national curriculum requirements

· Clearly outlined assessment procedures involving sound that provide opportunities for pupils of differing abilities to demonstrate positive achievement

· The unit provides opportunities for related  composing, performing, listening and appraising activities
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· The unit builds logically and outlines a good quality experience, with pupils engaging with and not simply learning about music

· Classroom activities clearly support focussed learning objectives

· Assessment procedures are clearly related to learning objectives, involve pupils and have clear criteria

· Composing, performing, listening and appraising activities are well integrated and support each other
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· An excellent unit, involving pupils in an inventive, imaginative,  varied and challenging range of ‘real’ musical experiences that support clearly expressed learning objectives

· Pupils likely to be clear about what they have learned and see this as something really worthwhile and relevant to them

· Links made to experience outside school, other subjects etc


AS2

Music Technology – Classroom Arrangement

Search the Internet for web sites containing MIDI files, looking for versions of pieces that you feel may be attractive to KS3 pupils. Download several of these files into a sequencer such as Cubasis AV or Emagic Logic so that you can evaluate them. Choose one of these MIDI files and adapt, simplify, invent new material, or transpose (as appropriate) so as to provide a backing track suitable for workshop performance by a mixed ability KS3 class. 

The arrangement must contain a minimum of three separate parts for voices and/or classroom instruments (keyboards or classroom percussion) for pupils to perform ‘live’ on top of the sequenced backing track. These parts should provide appropriate differentiation for varying levels of ability.

You should design your arrangement so as to be of use on your BSE1 school placement. This will mean investigating available resources and schemes of work during the preliminary visit day. You may also find it helpful to use your SSE days to investigate the range of abilities likely to be found in the KS3 classroom and the practicalities of arranging for common classroom instruments. Make sure that you try out your arrangement before handing it in, preferably using pupils on an SSE day or, alternatively, with PGCE colleagues.

Those interested in  instrumental teaching may optionally build this assignment around a mixed ability KS3 instrumental group, ranging from beginner to grade 2 level, with three separate differentiated instrumental parts for the group to perform ‘live’ over the backing track.

You will need to hand in for this assignment:

(a) A CD containing the original downloaded MIDI file and a copy of your backing track for Cubase/Cubasis or Logic – the disc label must make it clear which software you have used. Please do not leave any other material on the disk.
(b) A computer notated version of three ‘live’ instrumental/vocal parts suitable for use by pupils  - given the limitations of some software packages, it is acceptable to put lyrics etc in by hand.
(c) A commentary outlining:

· the nature of the class (or instrumental group) that you have designed the arrangement for

· an outline of the sequencing techniques you have used (eg setting MIDI channels, transposing, panning, changing tempo, cut & paste, looping, quantize etc)

· the address of the web site where you found the original MIDI file

· a consideration of the skills needed and the difficulties/misconceptions likely to be encountered by children in using sequencing software as part of their work at KS3

This assignment must be submitted as hard copy and also via email to dave.ellis@nelc.net with all material attached (clearly labelled) as Word, MIDI and Cubasis/Cubase/Emagic files.
	AS2 Checklist of items to hand in
	

	Assignment submitted in both hard copy and via email
	

	CD with original MIDI file plus your backing track
	

	Computer notated score of three live instrumental/vocal parts
	

	Commentary outlining:
	The nature of the class/group that the arrangement is for
	

	
	Sequencing techniques used
	

	
	The address of the web site where original MIDI file found
	

	
	A consideration of the skills needed and the difficulties and misconceptions likely to be encountered by children in using sequencing software at KS3
	


Please note that you will not be able to pass this assignment until all items are presented

	AS2 Due Date 
	Draft: 27 October 2004

Final: 29 October 2004


Assessment (AS2)
AS2 subject-specific criteria:

· The suitability of the chosen material for use at KS3, and the musical quality and inventiveness shown in the adaptation of the original MIDI file 

· The understanding of the instrumental/vocal forces used for the three ‘live’ parts and the extent to which they are effectively differentiated for KS3 pupils

· The extent to which you have demonstrated an understanding of the ICT software used and the issues involved in pupils working with such software at KS3

· The accuracy and presentational quality of the computer generated parts

Guideline Grade Descriptors: AS2 subject-specific criteria
	The suitability of the chosen material for use at KS3, and the musical quality and inventiveness shown in the adaptation of the original MIDI file

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Inappropriate material for KS3

· An arrangement of poor musical quality (with, perhaps, misjudged textures, confused harmonies etc) or showing little or no musical invention beyond the source material

· Materials either undemanding (showing limited invention and providing little real musical interest or challenge for pupils) or are impractical within a limited time span in a KS3 classroom

· Arrangement only partially complete


	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Material appropriate for KS3 pupils and practical  within the intended setting

· The original MIDI file has been adapted in a straightforward manner, with workable textures, providing an appropriate and  musical experience for the intended performers
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Material chosen shows awareness of what is likely to ‘connect’ with KS3 pupils, and provides a worthwhile and fulfilling musical experience

· Evidence that the chosen material supports the  wider music curriculum and school/pupil needs

· An intelligent and inventive adaptation of the original MIDI file, with appropriate changes, alterations and additions showing good musical judgement and educational understanding

· A variety of effective and well balanced textures that ‘sound good’
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Chosen material likely to be highly successful in achieving specified national curriculum objectives and has a clear purpose within the context of a wider scheme of work

· The arrangement shows real imagination in adapting the source material and imbues it with the student’s own creative personality while remaining true to the spirit of the original

· Technical/resource limitations and lack of experience of performers have acted as a spur to creativity

· A ‘real’ musical experience that connects with pupils but does not patronise them


	The understanding of the instrumental/vocal forces used for the three ‘live’ parts and the extent to which they are effectively differentiated for KS3 pupils

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· The capabilities of the performers and/or resources have been seriously misjudged, and the music either makes too many technical demands or is extremely basic and simplistic
· There is little evidence of genuine understanding of the musical forces (instruments, voices etc) used

	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Competent ‘writing’ for the available musical resources – secure subject knowledge of characteristics, ranges and qualities of instruments and voices at KS3 level
· The three parts provide for different levels of ability
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Inventive use of the available resources showing genuine understanding of how to write effectively for the capabilities, limitations and opportunities associated with KS3 performers
· The arrangement provides interesting and ‘grateful’ parts for all performers, with each part logical in its own right
· Effective differentiation, showing good understanding of the likely range of abilities to be found in the KS3 classroom
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Detailed knowledge of the strengths and limitations of classroom resources and KS3 performers has enabled the creation of highly effective, imaginative textures that provide pupils with the  very best chance of ‘sounding good’
· Real insight into differentiation has provided opportunities for all pupils to be successful, challenged and fulfilled, with parts achieving a fine balance between stretching pupils and being within their capabilities

	The extent to which you have demonstrated an understanding of the ICT software used and the issues involved in pupils working with such software at KS3

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Little or no evidence of understanding of the ICT software or of the necessary skills and possible misconceptions relating to pupil use of music software at KS3 
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· A good general understanding of both the software used, necessary pupil skills and common likely misconceptions
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Commentary describes sequencing techniques in some detail and demonstrates an understanding of how  to choose the most appropriate tool for each task

· A detailed description of the skills pupils would need to use music software, and an understanding of how to build on prior knowledge & generic ICT skills

· Clear insights into a range of possible pupil misconceptions and ways to clarify these
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· An excellent, wide-ranging commentary showing a clear understanding of a broad range of sequencing techniques and how to use these to support creative work

· A perceptive analysis of necessary pupils skills with insights into how these skills might be developed

· Evidence of thinking about planning positive strategies to forestall pupil misconceptions

	The accuracy and presentational quality of the computer generated parts

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Parts  are incomplete or contain errors and inaccuracies

· Messy presentation, providing a poor role model for pupils

· The score/parts are ambiguous and do not communicate clearly

· No computer-notated score submitted
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· All parts submitted as outlined in the assignment brief

· Scores and parts accurate in pitch and rhythm

· Score/parts are unambiguous and suitable for pupil use
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics +:

· Helpful, well thought-out performance directions (dynamics, articulation, phrasing etc as appropriate)

· Parts neat, clearly presented and ‘user-friendly’ for pupils

· Parts show awareness (and avoidance) of potential misconceptions that pupils may have about notated music
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Articulate parts, presented with visual clarity and imaginative insight into the most appropriate ways to communicate with KS3 pupils


 AS3
Planning and Assessing at KS4 and post 16

(This is a large assignment: start thinking about it early - possibly in the Christmas vacation!)

There are several parts to this assignment:

1. Evaluate and compare two examination specifications for either AS/A level or GCSE Music from AQA, EDEXCEL and OCR. (You are welcome to replace one of these with WJEC, NICCEA or SEB if this is likely to be appropriate to your personal circumstances). Decide which board you would use if you had the choice and give reasons for your choice.

2. The ‘post-16’ conference:

· In conjunction with PGCE colleagues, design a 45 minute post-16 lesson based around an AS/A2 level Area of Study that is relevant to students attending the ‘post-16’ conference in the Spring term. This needs to be discussed with IB before starting work.  Prepare a detailed lesson plan, making sure that ‘AS/A2’ students are actively involved and engaging with, not just learning about, music. This lesson will be delivered at the ‘A’ level conference on Thursday 13 January 2005 – you should include a formal evaluation of this session with your submission, paying particular attention to how well the ‘learning objectives’ have been achieved.

· The lesson should also set up a related task that will involve ‘AS/A2’ students composing music for part or all of the combined ‘AS/A2’ /PGCE instrumental/vocal forces available, to be performed during the second ‘A’ level conference on Tuesday 8 February 2005. You should supply students with a written ‘task sheet’ and brief assessment criteria outlining your expectations. 

· Assess the work produced by at least two students for the second ‘post-16’ conference, providing positive feedback and targets for further development. 

· Using your evaluations and assessments, analyse what you have learned about the students’ knowledge, skills and understanding, with particular focus on areas for development. Use these insights to briefly outline a follow-up unit of work (lasting approximately four weeks). The unit should:

· focus on developing skills, knowledge and understanding in the areas that you have identified

· relate clearly to the appropriate specification and chosen Areas of Study
· integrate composing, performing and listening/appraising

· identify opportunities for the development of key skills

· identify possible links with vocational music qualifications

3. You will be supplied with a recording containing examples of composing and/or performing coursework produced by pupils for both GCSE and 'A' level examinations. You are required to assess each piece of work using the appropriate criteria (available in the relevant examination specifications) and specimen material from PGCE lectures as points of reference. Provide a final ‘mark’ and, most importantly, a detailed rationale for your decision. Write a brief critique of the assessment criteria, considering strengths and weaknesses, making suggestions for improvement, and considering what situations would make application of the criteria difficult.

	AS3 Due Dates
	

	‘A’ Level Conference 1 (first two parts of task 2)
	Thursday 13 January 2005

	Final hand in
	Friday 18 February 2005


Please note that you will not be able to pass this assignment until all items are presented
	AS3 Checklist of items to hand in
	

	Evaluation/comparison of two examination specifications
	

	Lesson plan/evaluation, task sheet/assessment criteria (‘post-16’ conference 1)
	

	Formative assessment, feedback and targets for at least two students (‘post-16’ conference 2)
	

	Follow-up Unit of Work that fulfils all criteria listed above
	

	Summative assessment of taped examples of ‘AS/A2’/GCSE compositions and performances
	

	Critique of exam-board assessment criteria
	


Assessment (AS3)
AS3 subject-specific criteria:

· The familiarity with and understanding of the demands of relevant GCSE and post-16 courses shown

· The degree of insight demonstrated into planning and delivery of such courses in an integrated manner

· The ability to evaluate the effectiveness of lessons, assess students’ work formatively, and use this information to inform future planning

· The ability to assess students’ work summatively against specified criteria and to justify such assessments

Guideline Grade Descriptors: AS3 subject-specific criteria

	The familiarity with and understanding of the demands of relevant GCSE and post-16 courses shown

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· A very superficial familiarity with examination specifications, with limited understanding of demands

· Errors of understanding
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· A good general understanding of the main features and demands of at least two examination specifications
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Evidence that the specifications have been explored in some depth, showing real understanding of some of the finer detail

· A sense of overview of each specification as  whole
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics +:

· Specifications seen from the viewpoint of teachers and students coming from different musical backgrounds

· Evidence that the student has clearly understood the implications of the specifications for the organisation of teaching and learning

	The degree of insight demonstrated into planning and delivery of such courses in an integrated manner

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Plans impractical, pitched at an inappropriate level, or show  limited relevance to and understanding of examination specifications

· Few opportunities for integrating musical components in any satisfactory manner

· Links between the unit and key skills/vocational courses not included
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Competent planning, clearly related to exam specifications

· Lessons/units provide opportunities to develop composing, performing and listening/appraising skills

· Workable suggestions for links to key skills and vocational courses
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Detailed planning, supporting realistic, clearly outlined and appropriate learning objectives with related  assessment methods

· Composing, performing and listening/appraising skills clearly linked in lessons/unit plans

· Intelligent insights into possibilities for key skills development and links to vocational courses 
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics +:

· Imaginative planning, providing a ‘real’ musical experience rooted in detailed understanding of the exam specifications

· CPLA skills logically integrated in lessons/unit plans so that each component supports and sheds new light on others

· Imaginative and well thought through suggestions for integrating key skills and vocational elements with the ‘A’ level course


	The ability to evaluate the effectiveness of lessons, assess students’ work formatively, and use this information to inform future planning

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Evaluations, assessments and/or unit plans incomplete or show limited insights

· Feedback shows little or no insights into or empathy with students’ intentions, is negative and unhelpful or fails to provides any positive targets

· Planning only very loosely related to evaluation/assessment evidence
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Lesson evaluations show fair insights 

· Assessment of student work is presented in appropriate language, is positive, relates to assessment criteria issued at the start of the exercise, and sets clear targets for development

· Unit planning clearly related to insights gained from evaluation and assessment evidence
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Evaluations show clear understanding of the success of the lesson in meeting learning objectives

· Assessment of  students’ work is detailed, shows real insight into the work (and its context), is constructive and targets genuinely help to focus future achievement

· Feedback shows evident respect for students’ creative ideas, values and opinions

· Unit planning focused on clearly defined learning objectives designed to fulfil needs identified in earlier evaluations and assessments
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Detailed, discerning evaluations, with intelligent insights into student perspectives and areas for development

· Feedback shows real insight into what students have achieved, so that challenging but realistic targets can be set that build on existing achievement

· Unit planning shows real insights into the most effective methods of achieving identified objectives

	The ability to assess students’ work summatively against specified criteria and to justify such assessments

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Assessments inconsistent or lacking in clear justification

· Assessments/critique of criteria incomplete
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Work assessed fairly with reference to published criteria

· Grades awarded justified in relation to the criteria

· Comments on the criteria, show awareness of the major assessment issues
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Consistent assessments showing clear awareness of many of the subtle issues involved

· Clear, well argued justification for grades awarded, with detailed reference to the criteria

· Critique of the assessment criteria shows real understanding of the issues facing teacher assessors
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Almost all assessment issues identified, showing detailed understanding of specification requirements and the assessment criteria

· ‘Non-standard’ cases dealt with intelligently and with insight
· Clear understanding of situations where more information is needed to come to a fair judgement


 AS4

Composing Folio
Compile a folio of music that you have composed or arranged for educational use. The folio should include as a minimum:
· An instrumental and/or choral arrangement for one of the music school or other LEA ensembles that you work with during the spring term. This must be an arrangement and not merely a transcription, which implies thinking about beginnings, endings, style, harmonic changes etc. The original source material from which you made the arrangement (sheet music/CD etc) should be included in the folio. You will direct a performance/recording of your arrangement during the spring term, after which you may want to make some changes. A complete set of parts must be available for the rehearsal and you must provide parts (accurately transposed as appropriate) for each member of the ensemble. See IB if this is likely to cause any problems in terms of photocopying parts.

· Two original compositions written for specific groups of pupils that you have come across while on school experience, which must include:

I. A piece designed for a whole KS3 class

II. A piece written for a specific event at your placement school

One piece may be an arrangement if that is most appropriate for your school situation although, as above, this must be truly creative and much more than a simple transcription.

· A song (with voices in at least two parts, and instrumental backings) that would be suitable to provide ensemble experience for a year 10 or 11 GCSE group. You will need to develop this as follows:
· Arrange a backing track for your song using a MIDI sequencer such as Cubase/ Cubasis or Emagic Logic. This must include a part for drums.

· You will be allocated to work with around three or four other members of your PGCE group, and you should compose a musically worthwhile part (either instrumental or vocal) to your song for each person. These parts should be designed so that they are within the capabilities of the intended age group. You should teach your music to the other members of the group orally/aurally, without using conventional notation.
· Using multitrack technology, produce a recording that combines the sequenced backing track, live instrumental parts and the vocals for your song. The recording should contain at least four layers. In the event of one of your performers being ill at a key recording moment, you will either need to find an alternative performer or adapt the missing part for alternative forces.

· Mix your recording down onto CD, making use of effects, equalisation, panning and compression as appropriate.
Each piece should be prefaced by a commentary outlining the situation for which it was created, and an assessment of its overall effectiveness. All material should aim to interest, motivate and be appropriately challenging for the relevant pupils – you should aim to provide opportunities for as many pupils as possible to acquire and consolidate musical knowledge, skills and understanding. All pieces must be presented as a score/parts (appropriate to the musical style/educational situation) accompanied by a taped rehearsal or performance by the pupils for whom the piece was designed. You are advised not to leave the recording to the last minute, especially if you are composing for examination groups who may well be out on study leave in the latter part of your placement. At least one score must have been produced using computer notation software (such as Sibelius).

The multitracked song should be presented as:

· The sequenced backing track in MIDI format

· A CD containing the complete recording of your song

· A written commentary outlining the techniques that you have used during the recording process and an evaluation of the finished product both as a composition for schools and as a recording. 

· A consideration of the skills needed and the difficulties/misconceptions likely to be encountered by pupils with little prior experience using multitrack recording technology at KS4 and above, and a description of how you could best plan for the use of such equipment in schools so as to avoid potential health and safety hazards

Checklist of items to hand in

Arrangement:

	Score/Parts
	Recording 
	Commentary
	Source Material

	
	
	
	


Composition for KS3:

	Score/Parts
	Recording 
	Commentary

	
	
	


Composition for Special Event:

	Score/Parts
	Recording 
	Commentary

	
	
	


Multitracked song:

	Floppy disk with the sequenced backing track in MIDI format
	

	Minidisk containing complete recording
	

	Written commentary outlining techniques used and evaluation of the finished product
	

	A consideration of skills needed by pupils and likely difficulties/misconceptions
	

	Description of health and safety considerations 
	


Please note that you will not be able to pass this assignment until all items are presented. Remember that at least one composition score produced using notation software.
	AS4 Due Date
	

	Final hand in
	3 June 2005


Assessment: AS4
AS4 subject-specific criteria:
· The quality of musical invention, suitability for the intended purposes and ability to design ‘real music’ experiences for pupils 

· The control of structure and compositional technique

· The extent to which the music is suited to the capabilities/ability range of the intended performers and the inventiveness of the ‘orchestration’, especially in terms of creating effective textures for limited technical abilities 

· The professionalism and clarity of presentation of the score and instrumental/vocal parts

· Conducting, rehearsing and communication skills shown while directing the spring term arrangement and evident via the rehearsals/performances recorded during school placement 

The multitracked song will be assessed by the PGCE music group using criteria/grade descriptors devised during the session in the spring term. Each working group will mark the assignments from one of the other groups, and marking will subsequently be moderated by IB/DE. 

Guideline Grade Descriptors: AS4 subject-specific criteria

	Quality of musical invention, suitability for purpose and ability to design ‘real music’ experiences

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Poor quality, undemanding musical materials showing limited invention and providing little real musical interest or challenge for pupils

· Musical invention not suitable for the intended purposes, perhaps because it reflects the composer’s agenda more than the needs of the school and its pupils

· Incomplete folio, with only partial fulfilment of compositional tasks
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Compositions submitted in all required areas (KS3; KS4; specific event; arrangement)

· All pieces suitable for use in the relevant context

· A reasonable level of musical invention, providing generally appropriate musical experiences for pupils
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Inventive and appropriately challenging musical ideas, that connect with ‘real’ music and provide a worthwhile and fulfilling experience for pupils

· Music carefully planned so as to be highly appropriate for the intended purposes and performers

· Pieces relate to and support the music curriculum and school/pupil needs
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Memorable musical ideas with a strong sense of character

· Technical/resource limitations and lack of experience of performers have acted as a spur to creativity

· A real sense of creative interaction between teacher and pupils
· A ‘real’ musical experience that connects with pupils but does not patronise them

	The control of structure and compositional technique

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Little evidence of a controlling compositional technique

· Structures unclear, with insufficient attention given to contrast and/or continuity

	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Pieces have a clearly perceived structure

· Competent use of basic compositional techniques
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Effective overall structures, appropriate to the style and genre of the music, and to the teaching/learning situation

· Structures well shaped and not over-reliant on simple repetition of passages

· Effective use of common conventions across a range of compositional techniques
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics +

· Articulate, well balanced structures, with a real sense of direction, climax and the piece as a whole

· Inventive use of a wide range of compositional techniques to “combine, connect and extend materials” (OCR A level composing criteria)
· Evidence that the student has planned structures and compositional techniques from the viewpoint of supporting and interacting with pupils’ own work

	Extent to which music is suited to the capabilities/ability range of the performers and the inventiveness of the ‘orchestration’, especially in terms of creating effective textures for limited technical abilities

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· The capabilities of the performers have been seriously misjudged, and the music either makes too many technical demands or is extremely basic and simplistic
· There is little evidence of genuine understanding of the musical forces (instruments, voices, music tech. etc) used
· Textures are confused and provide pupils with little chance of producing a musical effect
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Competent ‘writing’ for the available musical resources – secure subject knowledge of characteristics, ranges and qualities of instruments, voices and/or music technology

· The music is generally well designed for the capabilities and ranges of the intended performers
· Workable textures
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Inventive use of the available resources showing genuine understanding of the capabilities of the performers
· Evidence of differentiation for individual pupils or groups
· A variety of effective and well balanced textures that ‘sound good’
· The music provides interesting and ‘grateful’ parts for all performers
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Detailed knowledge of the strengths and limitations of the available resources and performers has enabled the creation of highly effective, imaginative textures that offer pupils of limited technical ability the very best chance of ‘sounding good’
· Pieces achieve a fine balance between stretching pupils and being within their capabilities
· Opportunities for all pupils to be successful and achieve to the very best of their ability

	The professionalism and clarity of presentation of score and the instrumental/vocal parts

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a folio not meeting the requirements:

· Parts/score are incomplete or contain errors and inaccuracies

· Messy presentation, providing a poor role model for pupils

· The score/parts are ambiguous and do not communicate clearly

· No computer-notated score submitted
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· All scores and parts submitted as outlined in the assignment brief

· Scores and parts accurate in pitch and rhythm

· Score/parts are unambiguous and suitable for pupil use
	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:

· Helpful, well thought-out performance directions (dynamics, articulation, phrasing etc as appropriate)

· Scores/parts neat, clearly presented and ‘user-friendly’ for pupils
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· Articulate scores/parts, presented with visual clarity and imaginative insight into the most appropriate ways to communicate with pupils at different stages of their development 

	Conducting, rehearsing and communication skills shown while directing the spring term arrangement and evident via the rehearsals/performances recorded during school placement

	Grade 4 (Fail)
	Grade 3
	Grade 2
	Grade 1

	Characteristics of a student not meeting the requirements:

· Insufficient knowledge of the music and resources
· Insecure conducting and rehearsal techniques leading to poor communication with pupils
· Limited aural awareness of errors
· Little communication of enthusiasm for the music performed
· No recorded evidence of rehearsal or performance in school
	Characteristics of a pass in this category:

· Generally competent direction and rehearsal technique

· Clear ‘beat’

· Major entries clearly cued

· Major errors identified and corrected

· Performances improve as a result of rehearsal


	As ‘Grade 3’ characteristics, plus:
· Good conducting skills, with detailed cueing of entries and ‘shaping’ of the music 
· Good communication with performers, both verbally and via eye contact
· Secure understanding of the music being performed and ability to identify and correct most errors
· Ability to convey enthusiasm for the music and to organise rehearsal time effectively to improve performances in both technical and interpretative ways
	As ‘Grade 2’ characteristics, plus:

· In depth knowledge and understanding of the music being performed and capabilities of the performers leading to purposeful rehearsals with a strong sense of purpose and achievement

· Inspirational direction and communication skills giving pupils the feel that they valued and are part of something exciting, musical and worthwhile
· Ability to stay positive, even when things are not going well






































