What is a Council Issue?

Leaders Notes: 

The Purpose or objective of the exercise: 

To expand the concept and possible role of the school council

Examine the role of the school council in school life and assess its benefits

Activity:

Each group has a set of School Issues cards, felt pen and a sheet of flipchart paper divided into four sections:

· Pupils make decisions

· Pupils and staff make joint decisions

· Pupils discuss and make suggestions to staff

· Not appropriate for pupils to discuss, staff make decisions

Decide which of the Issues cards fit best under each heading.  Consider this in the light of the ideal school council, not necessarily what happens in your council at the moment.

Make sure people give reasons for their decisions.

Take time to discuss responses and change the position of cards if necessary.

Talk about the need for clear boundaries that everyone in the school understands

· Pupils should be part of the process of arriving at those boundaries

· Teachers often want pupils to be involved in issues that are traditionally regarded as the territory of the teacher.  Pupils need encouragement to give them confidence to do this.

Now think about your own School Council. Which column would the cards go under on the ‘Thoughts Sheet?

‘What is a School Council ISSUE’ CARDS:

	Reward System


	Lessons
	Homework
	Charities



	Discos/Parties


	Elections
	Litter
	Bullying



	School Council Money


	Discipline / Punishments
	Appointment of Staff
	School Development Plan



	School Rules
	Assemblies
	Uniform
	Discuss individual staff or pupils


What is a School Council Issue?    

School Name ------------------------------------

	Yes – we make decisions on this
	No – we don’t talk about this
	Maybe – we don’t at the moment but we would like to

	
	
	


