Primary Parliament

On Monday the 9th July at the council chambers, twenty-four schools in Nottingham united for the Primary Parliament. What is the Primary Parliament you might ask? Well, Primary Parliament is a way of finding out what the children think abut decisions, not just adults. Two delegates from each school were at the council chambers debating about ‘Worth the risk or Better safe than sorry?’ This may seem like a wide ranged subject to you, and it was! Almost every school was debating about a different thing. Twenty-four schools, in one room! You might say. Not to mention all the important people such as the Nottingham councillor and the Lord Mayor. Oh, and don’t forget the press reporters, (that’s me!). There was one from each school. They were the people who wrote down all the notes. So as you can imagine the chamber was packed.
Now for the presentations. Yawn, but maybe not, most of them were quite interesting and worth listening to. I was a press reporter so I was up in the fourth floor taking loads of notes. Then a person or two needed the toilet, or a boy was practically dying of thirst and then it was time to have a break.

After a quick stretch in the ballroom it was back to the third floor and the fourth floor if you were a reporter. Where we carried on with the presentations. As soon as I heard what Middleton had to say my pen nearly exploded! Middleton’s debate was about cycling to school and having bike racks. A very interesting subject I think. I had loads to write about that.

Hempshill Hall got my pen running across the page too! They had recently gone on a trip to Madrid and were talking about safety hazards.

Mmm…lunch! After a fabulous lunch in the ballroom we all went back to our places. And guess what, even more presentations! Also Warren School made me draw my attention to them. They thought that it’s good to take risk sometimes and that’s part of life. The day went on with more and more presentations. But finally it was time to say which schools had won. Unsurprisingly to me Hempshill Hall came first, and Middleton second. Next it was time to say ‘cheese’!. No, it wasn’t more lunch, it was picture time. After several photographs it was time to go home, thinking about the exciting day we had had.

This article was written by Aisha Ahmed, age 10, Middleton Primary School

